SWSI Development Meeting Notes

Meeting Date: October 31, 2000

Time: 9:00 AM

Place: Green Tech IV

Attendees: Maurice Assaraf, Cathy Chang, Jy-Tai Chang, Gerry Klitsch, Jerry Rauser, Scott Robinson, Harshna Sampat, Tom Sardella, Joe Stevens, and Alan Zinkgraf

DAS - The meeting began with discussions in regards to the Demand Access System (DAS) Preliminary Design Review (PDR).  Tom Sardella noted that there wasn’t anything very significant that came out of the DAS PDR.  Tom did state, that DAS is definitely going to use SWSI for their front-end GUI.  Questions arose on how we should proceed with DAS, and Tom suggested that we come up with some high level diagrams for near future interface meetings with the ITT personnel.  Tom Sardella is to get in touch with Tom Gitlin about setting up the interchange meetings with ITT/DAS.  SWSI and DAS need to define user interfaces and come to some agreement on what user displays will look like.  Harshna Sampat noted to the group that we will be getting some help in regards to XML for the DAS interface.

SWSI R/DR Issues – Tom Sardella noted that inputs to the SWSI R/DR are due by Friday, November 3.  Tom asked Jerry Rauser to set up an issue listing on the SWSI Web Site so to track and respond to specific questions.  Tom suggested to Jerry that he look at the NCC98 Web Site to use their issue list as an example.  Tom will create an issue list from the comments received on the SWSI R/DR and provide the list to Jerry to be put on the SWSI Web Site.

User Activity Log – The user login/logout activity will be logged in the database by the Isolator.  A new table is added to the database to accommodate this.

SWSI Database – Harshna brought up the question about what type of media we should use for the SWSI database, whether we utilize multiple disk drives or RAID Array.  Harshna and Scott Robinson are to investigate reliability/performance of RAID disks for use as a backend server database storage or, to utilize other hardware design (see AI # 37).  Alan Zinkgraf noted that the ideal solution (for Oracle) is to have 22 disks, which will provide for optimal system performance; but, for SWSI, this may just be a little over kill and not very cost effective.

A question arose in regards to when full system backups will be performed on the SWSI development machine.  Scott will perform full system backups on Tuesdays (following our weekly developer meetings).

Alan Zinkgraf stated that he has updated the database tables to match the schema as presented at the review.  Other changes to the database schema will require a splinter meeting.  Joe Stevens said it was a good idea to use the DEF_DIRECTORY table to store directory names where the files are going to be stored.  Harshna and Tom are to meet and discuss additional database changes needed for SNIF to process NCC messages.

A question came up about whether SWSI needs to check if SARs are SIM or not.  Tom stated that the NCC will handle this and it is not a concern for SWSI.

Pass Phrase for automatic re-boots – Gerald Klitsch brought up the issue on utilizing pass phrases for automatic re-boots.  Joe stated that, just as long as the pass phrase is held in memory and pulled by some sort of script, there should be no security issues.  Tom noted to the group that we need to do some experimental work on this.

Harshna asked Tom whether SWSI need to worry about what the prefix is for Service Specification code (sscCode)/Configuration code to determine the service type.  Tom said that the service type is stored for each sscCode in the SSC table and hence SWSI need not check the prefix.

Action Items Responses:

1. Action Item #5 response – Tom Sardella and Joe Stevens are to provide Danh Nguyen with comments to the draft SWIS Requirements document.


2. Action Item #9 response – nothing reported


3. Action Item #11 response – nothing reported


4. Action Item #18 response – nothing reported


5. Action Item #32 and #40 response – Scott has set up an NT workstation and an account.  Tom is to evaluate and look into the feasibility of upgrading to Jbuilder 4 Pro (see AI # 43).  Tom noted that the Jbuilder 4 upgrade will cost $250.00 and to add new users, it will cost $1,000.00.  Gerald Klitsch is to coordinate with Steve Blackwell and Jy-Tai Chang and provide Tom with recommendations on whether an upgrade is required.  The issue of whether Foundation will be compatible is also a driver in determining if we need to upgrade.


6. Action Item #35 response – Jerry Rauser made note that work on the SWSI Web Site is progressing, and he has implemented a Discrepancy Report system that should suffice for the SWSI project.  Tom is to provide comments to Jerry in regards to the Web Site and the proposed DR tracking mechanism.


7. Action Item #37 response – See SWSI Database notes above.


8. Action Item #38 response – Jy-Tai reported that he is in the process of providing a write-up showing the logic for the types of requests done from the Schedule Request panel and the Active Request panel.  Jy-Tai said that he should be done by the end of the week and will provide Tom and Harshna the write-ups for which they will review and work out any issues that may arise.


9. Action Item #39 response – nothing reported


10. Action Item #40 response – Item closed (see AI #32 and 40 response above)


11. Action Item #41 response – Scott noted that he has begun work on configuring developer’s workstations to securely copy files from their desktops to Angelica.  Scott did question the group on whether there needs to be any automated features incorporated.  Harshna stated that automation is not required, it should be the responsibility of the developer.


12. Action Item #42 response – nothing reported


NOTE:  Since there are no major outstanding issues, the regularly scheduled meeting for next Tuesday is cancelled due to unavailability of the conference room.  Tom may schedule a meeting next week at GSFC to provide PGP training.

